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The Biber of Cheſter 8 Reafuns againſt 
Mr. Asiheton | 


Reaſons ſhewing the Rev. Mr. Richard Asſhe: 
ton to bejuſtly ſaſpected of Dilaffection to hig 
Majeſty King George. 


lain at Mancheſter he has never uſed the firſt Colle 

for the King i in the Communion ſervice, in which his 

Majeſty King George is called God's choſen ſervant. This 

may well be deemed a token of diſaffection, becauſe tho' the Mi- 

niſter is at liberty to uſe this or that Collect, yet why one 

is always uſed and the other never, cannot reaſonabiybe alerts 
bed to any other cauſe. 

2. Becauſe he has never been coined to mention the 
King, nor recognize his Royal titles in the Pulpit before ſermon, 
as the 55th Cannon directs, till of late when he durſt not do 
other wiſe. 

3. Becauſe he has ſhewed a remarkable acki to the roth 
* of June, the Pretender's pretended Birth-day, in baptiſi ing 
two children, as is credibly reported, on that day; tho'no Sun- 
day or Holiday according to the Church of England, whereas 
he refuſed to baptiſe on another Week-day, alledging that it 
" neither Sunday or Holiday. 

. Becauſe he has never been obſerved to ſpeak any thing i in 
. * of his Majeſty's title on ſuch publick occaſions as might 
fairly have led him to do fo, but has aſſerted other principles 
deſtructive of it. 

5; Becauſe in a ſermon preached lately before the preſent 
Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, he repreſented Religion or the Church 
of England as in a State of trouble or perſecution. _ 

6. Becauſe he has been inſtrumental in ditpoſſeſſing perſons * 


B ECA Us E in all the Years he has Miciaied 3 as YT 


ſÞ ſears in the Chaplain's loft, and that as is reaſonably believed 


for their affection to the Gcversnent and the friends of the 80 | 


Vernment, becauſe the perſons fo turned out; never deſired tg 
enjoy their ſeats, but upon equal terms with the reſt of their 
neighbours. 
Beſides theſe, there are ſeveral other reaſons to object to Mr. 
Asſheton, as firſt, in viſiting the ſick, it is his cuſtom never to 
ſay any word ofcomfort, exhortation orr eproof, as their circum- 
ſtances may require, and according to the direction of the Church, 
Hut only goes, ſays ſome of the Prayers, and ſo leaves them. 
2. Becauſe his voice, which is acknowledged indeed to be his 
infirmity and not his fault, is by no means ſuitable for ſo large 
a Church as Mancheſter is, and which is complained on by many 
in that Town. | 
3. Mr. Asſheton as Chaplain, tho' in truth no Chaplain, has 
demanded and taken money of ſeveral of the Pariſhioners con- 
trary to Law in relation to their Burial of the Dead, and is now 
actually ſuing one Mr. Jebb for the non-payment of ſuch fees, 
as he would have no legal title to, were he rearly Chaplain of 
the Church of Mancheſter. 
Thoſe conſiderations put together are judged ſufficient to look 
upon Mr. Asſheton as not duly qualified to be elected Chap- 
lain, whatever other good 858 he may be poſſeſſed 
of, and which are not intended to be leflened by what is a- 
bove objected; and it is hoped, that any perſon who refuſes 
ſo to ele& him, is juſtifiable in point of conſcience for his ſe 


refuſing. 


Further Reaſons againſt Mr. Richard Asſheton, as weighty, 
ſtrong, and concluſive almoſt as the former 


1B Ecauſe in all the years he has officiated as Chaplain at Man- 
cheſter, he has never uſed any Homily againſt Rebellion, 
but a Sermon inſtead thereof: This may well be deemed a to- 
ken of diſaffection, becauſe tho' the Miniſter is at liberty to uſe 
this or-that, yet why one is always uſed and the other never, 
cannot reaſonably be aſcribed to any other cauſe. 

2. Becauſe he has never been accuſtomed to make Bonefires, 
nor Huzza, nor drink healths at them in the ſtreet upon any 
Anniverſary or other rejoicing day, till of late when he durſt 


not do otherwiſe, 
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3. Becauſe he has ſhewed a remarkable affe&ion to the name 
ef James the Pretender's pretended name of baptiſm, in bap- 
tiling many children as is credibly reported, by that name, where= 
as he has not baptiſed ſo many by any other name. alledging 
upon good reaſon ſhewn he would do as the Parents deſired, 
tho' ir was neither Sunday nor Holiday. 5 

4. Becauſe he has never been obſerved to ſpeak any thing in 
favour of Detraction or giving foul language, as Miſereants, 
Common Drunkards, Common Swearers, Devils, and the like, 
on ſuch publick occafions as might fairly have led him to do ſo, 
but has aſſerted other Principles deſtructive of ſuch practice. 
F. Becauſe in a Sermon preached lately before the preſent 
Jord Biſhop of Cheſter, ſuppoſing belike that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles would have given ſtronger rules if they had lived in our 
days, he preſſed faith and Reſignation to God in all trials, pati- 
ence under afflictions, and other doctrines of the croſs, in moving 
terms. Now you mult underſtand by this, he repreſented Re- 
ligion or the Church of England as in a State of trouble on 
perſecution, | 

N. B. Surely here he muſt own he did not waſh his hands in 
innocency, tho perhaps he might in Sincerity : And he may ſay 
that's the ſame thing. | 

6. Becauſe he has been inſtrumental in diſpoſſeſſing perſons of 
ſeats in the Chaplain's loft who ſeldom came to Church, and 
placing others thereinwho were conſtant attenders; and that, 
as is reaſonably bel eved, for their affection to the Government 
and the friends of the Government becauſe the Perſons fo tur- 
ned out never deſired to enjoy their Seats, but to keep them 
locked up to the prejudice of their nejghbours. 

Beſides thefe there are other reaſons toobjett to Mr. Asfheron; 
as firit, in viſiting the ſick it is his cultom never to ſay any long 
Extempore prayers, as ſome may think their circumſtances 
require. but only goes according to the direction of the Church, 
in comforting, exhortation, or reproof, and adminiſtring the 


Sacrament, ſays the prayers appoinied by the Church and fo 


leaves them. 
2. Becauſe his voice, which has been obſerved, and therefore 
muſt be ackonwledoed may be well heard from the Font to the 


ure is not ſo ſonorous as others might be in fo large a Church 
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as Mancheſter is, and which is complained on by many unknown 
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refufing. 
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perſons in that town, tho he is approved and deſired by nine 
parts in ten of the Inhabitants who reſort to the eſtabliſhed 


Church there. 


Note, in compaſſion to his voice he is ſince ſilenced. 


3. Mr. Asſheron as Licenced and Elected Chaplain, tho" in 


truth not confirmed Chaplain by the Warden, has received and 


taken Charity money for the uſe of the poor from the Pariſhi- 


oners, Which he could not enforce by Law; and is now actually 
ſuing to be confirmed Chaplain, becauſe he cannot have a full 
legal title, tho” really elected, till he is confirmed Chaplain of 
the Church of Mancheſter. 
Theſe conſiderations put together are judged * to 
* 


look upon Mr. Asſheton as not fully qualified, rho? duly elected 


Chaplain, whatever other good title he may have, and tho' he be 
acGuallypoſſeſſed of the ſame, and which is not intended to be leſ- 


ſen'd or gainſa'd by what is above cbjected. And it is hoped, that 
any perſon, tho'ſworn to maintain the rights of the Body, who 
reſuſes to conffrm his election, and puts on another perſon and re- 


commends and affiſis him to obtain a Grant by Lapſe or other- 


wiſe, is juſtifiable in point of conſcience for his ſo aſliſting and 
More Reaſons againſt Mr. Asſheton. 15 


Ecauſe for theſe ſeveral years paſt he has never been uſed 
to drink any Mum, which is his Maieſty's own country li- 
quor. This may well be deemed a mark of diſaffection, be- 
cauſe tho he is at liberty to drink this or that liquor, yer why he 
ſhonld never touch Mum at all, cannot reaſonably be aſcribed 
to any other cauſe than a downright averſion to the name of 
Brunſwick. 

Becauſe he has ſnewed a remarkable affection to the City of 
Rome, the Pretender's pretended place of abode, by often 
quoting in his ſermons St. Paul's epiſtle to the Romans, where- 
as there are epiſtles to the Epheſians, Philippians, and others 
by the very ſame author. 

Becauſe tho” the ſign of his Majeſty King George hangs up 
in the very town where he officiates as Chaplain, yet he never 
has been there to drink his health; this is'the more remarkable, 

| becauſe 


. — 


. Majeſty King George. 


Cs 


becaufe it is a nouſe of good entertainment, and kept by a 
very good Proteſtant. | 
. Becauſe in all his ſermons it is his conſtant cuſtom never to 
ſay any word of St. George and the Dragon, not even upon 
the 23d of April; and this, as is reaſonably believed, for no o- 
tuner reaſon but becauſe the Saint is his Majeſty's vameſake. 
| Becauſe in a ſermon lately preached before the preſent Lord 
Biſhop of Chelter, he repreſented his Majeſty's Proteſtant ſub- 
jects the Presbiterians as people that very ſeldom came to Church. 
Becauſe he has been ſeveral times obſerved to paſs by a wall, 
whereon was written Dows with the Rump, without ſo much as 
once offering to eftace it, with his Gown fleeve, handkerchief, 
or Periwig. : | 
Becauſe he has been inſtrumental in ſuffering Oak boughs to 
be placed on the top of the Steeple in remembrance of the Reſ- 
toration, without ever preaching to the people againſt ſuch: 
wickedneſs in high places. | 
Becauſe he is credibly reported to have ſeveral treaſonabls 
books in his Study, particularly a volume of ſermons by the late 
Biſhop of Roclieſter. | | 
Becauſe if he be not timely diſcouraged, he may come to be 
Biſhop in time, for as unlikely things. have been ; and if he 
ſhould be Warden at the fame time, and give his Bleſſing out 
of the Stall, his voice is ſo low, that no body could hear him. 
Theſe conſiderations put together are judged to be much 


ſtronger than any words of an old Charter of Charles the firſt, 


er any pretended, majority of only three to one. It is ho- 
ped therefore, that any perſon refuſing toelect Mr. Asſheton 
Chaplain, is juſtifiable in point of conſcience, fince all Caſuiſts 
will allow, that it is better to be governed by Reaſon than 
by Numbers. | } 


” 4 


A modeſi Defence of the Right Rev. Father in God Samuel 
Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, in anfwer to a ridiculous Pa- 
per, entituled, Reaſons ſhewing the Rev. Mr. , 
R chard. Asſheton to be juſtly ſuſpected 
NN of diſaffection to his 
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T is a common praQice ef the enemies bath of our Church 

and State, to attack our Conſtitution inthe perſon of its Offi- 
cers : hence the Characters of the wiſeſt Civil Mag'ſtrates hare 
deen baſely aſpers'd ,and the brighteſt Ornaments of the Engliſh 
Church have been ſullied by malicious wits and poiſonous pens. Who 
can expect to eſcape, when even his preſent Lordſhip of Cheſter 
(the {plendor of whoſe ab'lities one would think ſhould dazzle 
the eyes of envy it ſelf ) has been the ſubject of raillery and Ri- 


dicule ? But whar will not Malice attempt? It has been a com- 


mon artifice of theſe reſtleſs incendiaries to diſperſe infamous 


Libels, ſtuft full of their own Blunders, Nonſence, and Imper- 
tinence, under the name of ſome worthy man, that they may 


reflect ſcandal and diſgrace upon the ſuppoſed authors. This 
is unqueſtionably the caſe of his Lordſhip, in relation to that 
ſcandalous paper above mentioned. For, if we conſider the 
maccuracy of the Style, the weakneſs and incoherence of the Rea- 
Toning, the falſe Inſinuations, or the uncharitable and groundleſs 


Reflections caſt upon Mr. Asſheton by that Paper, we may 


boldly pronounce that it could not be the work of that Learned, 
Judicious, Sincere, and Charitable Prelace. And therefore, 
tho” his Loruſhip's eminent ſhining qualities place him above the 
Teach of their Malice, more than his high ſtation in the Church 
does, yet I think ic my Duty to defend his reputation againſt 
thoſe baſe aſperſious, which that odious paper, if it ſhould paſs 
for his, muſt neceſſarily caſt upon him. And 
J. Firſt, I will venture to maintain, that the fow, blunder- 


ing ſtyle of that Paper evidently proves, that it was neither. 


his Lordſhip's performance, nor done by his approbation ; for 
it  Gumbles in the very threſhold. The firſt article has ſome 
expreffions in it too mean and light for the dignity of his Lord- 
ſhip's Maſculine ſtile, and too incorrect ſor his a-curate Pen, 
The Miniſter is at liberty to aſe THISOR THAT Collect, is an ex- 
preſſion as much below the occaſion of it, as it is beneath the 
the Sublimity of his uſual language. Beſides, I am confident that 
his Lordſhip could not be the author ot that inaccurate expreſ- 
ſion, why one Collect ſhould be ALU/VATSufed and theother NEVER; 
for if one was always ſed l ſhould think the ot hernever could be ſo. 


If one Collect had been always uſed, and the othercenſtautij made uſe 
ks if 


C73 


of, Lo _ indeed been a diſcovery worth communieating te the 
Publick, LINE 

The firſt expreſſion in the ſecond article is ſo muady, that it 
is hardly poſſible to ſee to the bottom of it; becauſe he has never 
been accuſtomed to mention the King, &c. It that paper had faid, 
he never mentioned the King, we ſhould have underſtood it; 
or if it had ſaid, he has not been accuſtomed to mention the 
King, we ſhould probably have gueſſed the meaning to be, that 
he has not oftex done it, But to ſay, he has never been accaſtomed, 

Wis in effect to ſay, that he has never done it ten; which I am 
certain is roo dark a Phraſe to come from his Lordſh'ips bright 
Genius. 

The third article takes notice of the Pretender's pretended birth- 
day; intimating, that becauſe the Pretender is indeed a vile forry 
Scoundrel, . therefore he has no real birth-day, that is, he never 
was born. I am glad to hear it with all my heart. Then he'll 

s dous no hurt, Iii warrant him. 
y The fourth article tells us, that he has never been obſery'd to 
!, Heat any thing in favour of his Majeſties title, &c. This ex- 
>, preſſion does not charge him with the omiffion of his duty upon 

e proper occaſions, but only ſays that he has never been obſerv'd 
h to fly any thing, &c. And therefore for any thing contained 
ſt Min this article he might really do his duty, but the people did 
's I not obſerve him. Why, who can help it? People are careleſs ; 

but that's no fault of his; let them look to that. 

+ In the fifth article we are told, that in a ſermon preached be- 
rue the preſent Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, he repreſented Religion or the 
r Wl Church of England as in a ſtate of trouble or perſecution. The na- 
e tural conſtruction of that Phraſe, Religien OR the Church of Eng- 
and, imports that Religion and the Church of England are 
1 © Synonymous or terms equivalent, as if there could be no Religion 
in any other Church. I would not for the world ſuppoſe, that 

e if there is any Religion in the Churches of Spain, France, Græce, 
& c. but certainly (without oftence to the Church of England) 
we may ſuppoſe ſome little in the Churches of Geneva, Holland, 
&c 


:. , MENS. re. ct” 
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The fixth article informs us, that Mr. Asfheton has been in- 

ſtrumental in diſpofſeſſing perſons of ſeats in the Chaplaia's ft, and 

that, as is reaſonably believed, for their affection to the Government 
| and 


(8) 


aud the Friends of the Government. An accurate. writer ( ſuch / 
as his Lordſhip is) would have ſaid, for their aſtection to the 4 
Government and the friends of it: At leaſt he would not have I} '' 
wound up the period with ſuch an harſh unneceſſary repitition, ſo f 
uniike a compleac Orator. Government upon Government is | © 
certainly falſe Heraldry. * 
1. Beſides theſe there are other Reaſaxs to object to Mr. A5heton, 4 
as fi ſl in wiſiting the fick, it is lis cuſtom never to ſay any word of q 
comfort, &c. How's this? his cuſtom never to ſay : a ſtrange t 
cuſtom indeed; but not ſo ſtrange or unintelligible as the ex- 4 
preſſion it ſelf. To have a atom, implies ſomething AGive or ff © 


Poſitive; but zever to ſay a word &c. includes a direct Nega- 
tive or Unactive: and therefore this expreſſion implies, that tl 
Mr. Asſheton in viſiting the fick, is a kind of a Pofitive, Nega- 
ti ve. Active, Jule Fellow, J ; ſi 
_ Beſides, his Lordſhip cannot be the author of theſe doughty I "" 
| Reaſons, becauſe he would not have ſpoken fo lightly. of the ly 
Book of Common Prayer. His Lordſh'p. would doubtleſs . 
have ſhewed ſome mark of Reſpect for that admirable Book of ! 
Devotions, and probably have ſaid, that he only uſes the “* 
Prayers appointed in the excellent office of our Holy Church 
for viſiting the ſick, or ſome expreſſion to the like purpoſe. Bur i 7* 
to ſay be only goes, Jays ſome of the Prayers, &c, looks as if che 1 
prayers were little or nothing to the purpoſe; ---: and ſo leaves i Pe 
them; as if he was obliged either to Ray with them ſor ever, or hi 
take them with him. 5 1 Tl: 
2. . The fecond article under this head complains, that hrs woice au 
is by mo: meaus Juitable FOR (it ſhould have been 710) /« large ra. 
a- Church as Maixchefter: is, aud which is complained of by many in 
that row. That particle and is always uſed as a Con junction WW An 
by Polite authors; and I am certain that his Lordſh'p would 
rothave abuſed it thus, oy dragging it in by head and ſhoulders, 
more like a Dis junctixe by half than a Copulatire. 
3» Mr. A ſbetem is actualy ſuing one Mr. Jebb, &c. No doubt, 
if he be ſuing him, he is actzally doing it. But Mr. Asſhecoa 
© having an action againſt Mr. Jebb, the word actualy chimes ſo 
prettily with u, that no man of wit could: forbear making uſe of 
it. It has its ſound, and that's ſufficient. 


Theſe: confeder ations put together are judged ſufficient to look * 


—_—_— TT 
* 


N 


; 
n 
4 
* 
g 
a + 
1 
4 
y 
1 


932 


(o) 


Mr. A fheton ns not duly qualified to be electel Ohaptain, whatever 
07 HER good qualifications he may be poſſelſed i, &c. This word other 
in accuracy of ſtyle muſt have a necetfary relation to ſomething 
preceding; and fuppofes ſome gdod qualifications to be mention- 
ed before, as a fecond always implies a firſt: Ana therefore 
to make Enplifh of this expreſſion, -e muſt ſuppoſe that thefe 


articles are not intended to charge Mr. Asfheton with any-guilt; 


but that they are in truth ſo many inftances of his merit, and 
that he has other good qualifications beſides thoſe” mentioned in 
theſe articles. And it is hoped, that am perſon who refuſes ſo ro 
elect him, is juſtifiable in point of conſcience for his To refuſing. S0 
to elect him? How ? In ſhort a waggiſh Cantab. would fay, that 
theſe articles conclude but /o fo. 8 

It is an unpardonable affront upon his Lordſhip, to father 
ſuch a lame undigeſted performance, upon him; a performauce, 
in which we find as many TImproprreties as Articles. Certain- 
ly there cannot be a greater reflection upon his Lordfhip's 
Learning, than to ſuffer them to paſs upon us for his, unlefs 
i: be the putting them upon the world under that venerable 
name. | | 
Nut then if we proceed to examine the weakneſs and incohe- 
rence of its reaſoning, the falſe Inſinuations, and the uncha- 
ritable and groundlefs Reflections upon Mr. Asfheton m that 
paper, it will be a farther proof (if it needed any farther) that 
his Lordſhip could not be concerned in drawing up thefe arti- 
cles; and our indignation cannot but rife againſt rhe ſcurrilous 
author, who has ſo baſely abuſed his Lordfhip's name and cha- 
rater by that impudent Forgery. : | | 

The method of Reaſoning in the firſt article is ſo wild, weak, 
and incoherent, and fo unworthy of the churiry of a Sincert 
Chriſtian, that his Lordſhip would not, could not be the 
Penner of it. Thar article indeed very rightly informs us, that 
the Miniſter is at liberty to uſe this or that Collett; but then it 
tells us at the ſame time, that it may well be deemed u token of 
diſaſfection in Mr. Asſheton, to uſe that liberty which the Ru · 
brick gives him. What? Does the Church leave it to the dii- 
eretion of the Miniſter to choſe either Collect, and yet it may be 
dilaffection to make choice of one? This is more than I under- 


ſtand, There is no way that I know of to avoid this charge, but 
| ta 
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= to read them both every day: For what is urged here on account 
. of uſing one Collect always, may by the ſame equity of conſtructi- I 
on be extended to a#y one Day. 

But in the ffrſt Collect King George is called God's choſen 
Servant: Very true; and in the laſt, the congregation prays (tc 
God to diſpoſe and govern his Heart to his own honour and to 
glory, and the preſervat ion of his people. And certainly Ire 
neither the greateſt nor beſt of Kings are ſo ſecnre on 
of the Divine aſſiſtance, as to have no occaſon for the for 
prayers and devotions of their people. Beſi es, in the laſt I. 
Colle& the King is called God's ſervant: And is there ſo eſſen- 
tial a difference between thoſe two expreffions, as to make it 
the Teuchſtone of the people's affections to their Sovereign? Is 
he to be eſteemed a Loyal ſubject, wno calls the King's God's 
choſen ſervant: and is it treaſonable to call the King God's ſer- 
pant only? Certainly the Church never thought ſo. In ſhort, 
this article halts upon al! four: for if the Miniſter be at liberty 
to uſe This or That Collect, he may certainly uſe That as well 
as This. | 

2. He has never been accuſtomed to mention the King in the Pulpit, 
&c. Here is a groundleſs uncharitable reflection caſt, not upon 
Mr.Asſheton only, but upon a very conſiderable part of the 
Clergy. His Lordſhip doubtleſs know's very well, that many, 
perhaps moſt of the Clergy in the Kingdom ( whoſe Loyalty 
and affection to the Government are as unqueſtionable as his 
own) fall under the ſame cenſure. And I am certain it is 
contrary to his Lordſhip's candid and ingeragus diſpoſition, to 
charge ſo great a Body at all adventures. Sure I am, that ther 
Oaths are a ſtronger proof of their Loyalty, than this wild 
extravagant Surmiſe can be of their Diſaffection. This article 
not only includes a falſe and malicious ſuggeſtion, but the Reaſo- 
ning is likewiſe as falſe as the Morality. Such Neeativear ticles 
would be but ſlender proofs in a Court. Diſaffection ought ſurely 
to be proved by ſomething that a man has done, rather than by 
any thing he has not done. 

Mr. Aſbeton has ſhewed a remarkable affection, to the tenth day 

of June, in baptifing two childrea upon that day, Ec, If fo candid 

a2 perſon as his Lordſhip had been conſulred in digeſting this 
article, he would not have repreſented that action ro Mr, Asſhe- 
ton $ 
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f:on's d advantage; He would have found upon enquiry, that 


Mr. Asſheton a long time reſiſted the imporcunities of the 
children's Parents, and perſiſted in a refuſal till he under- 
hood, that one of the children's Sureties was inevitably obliged 
to leave the country the next day; and even then he complied 
rery unwillingly, This material circumſtance would not have been 
omitted by his Lordſhip, becauſe it alters the whole complex- 
jon of the affair in Mr, Asſheton's favour. And I know that 
his Lordſhip's ſweetneſs and humanity are always prepared 
to put the molt favourable conſtruction upon all actions that 
re really doubtful; much more would his righteous ſoul abhor 
o pervert the deſign of an act ion apparently harmleſs and in- 
noce nt in it ſelf, 5 
He has never been obſerved to ſpeak any thing in favour of his 
lajeſty's title. A title to a Crown is fo tickliſh and variable a 
ſubject, that the brighteſt Lawyers have given different opini- 
ons about it. And therefore, methinks I cannot much blame a 
ountry Clergyman for not venturing to wade out of his depths 
Beſides, Clergymen are generally very raw Politicians and worſe 
Lawyers. Upon theſe conſiderations, as I conceive, they have 
been frequently ſorbidden by their Dioceſan to meddle with 
Politicks in their Sermons. And I cannot believe, that his pre- 
ent Lordſhip. of Cheſter would recommend that as a duty to 
is Clergy, which ſeems to be quite beſide their Learning and 
heir Office. A very learned Clergyman had like to have expo- 
ed himſelf lately, by attempting to prove his Majeity's Divine 
Right to the Throne by the Piety, Juſtice, and Integrity of his 
reign; and aftronted his Majeſty by ſaying, that his title was 


ertainly as good as that of Nero or Caligula, &c. However, 


tis thought that the Gentleman meant well, and that he will 
btain his Majeſty's Pardon for it. 8 | 

But Mr. Asfheten has aſſerted other principles deſtructive of it. 
This is a bold charge indeed; bur it is ſo looſe, that l am cer- 
ain it cannot be his Lordſhip's. No man can be ſecure from 
general accuſations, and therefore they are never to be eſteemed 
f any weight. His Lordſhip's inteligence is ſo exact and punc- 
val, that he would doubtleſs have told Mr. Asſheton what par- 
icular principles he had aſſerted, deſtructive of his Majeſty's 


title 


4. 
as üD— —— _ B * —— , ” Ayo Ages — ot ir ab AS 


3 . 3 
— 3 


\ 


% 
5 * P \ Þ 2 f : — o — 
$.T : A 
\ f ; i «.£ „ 
* * 2 Y 1 ” by 
” 1 aan k 3 4 > * 
YO eee ere eee 
8 * Hogg Irs: NN e eee war » * 


1 


Lens 
0 en 9 * 


Ee IE eee ee e eee eee 


en) 


title, becauſe his Lordſhip knows very well, that vir dolpſu 
Dey ſatur in Gearralibus, 5 
* Mr. Astheton repreſented Religion or the Church of England as 
in u fee of rrouble ur perſecution. Have the Infernal Spirits 
loſt all cheir Malioe? Or Papiſts and Presbiterians all their 
Power ? It is our particular happineſs indeed to be ſecure un- 
der the protection of his Lordſhip, whofe vigilance, activity, 
and known abilities will guard his owa Diccefe at leaſt from all 
the evil effects of Their Rage and Malice. But yet Lam afraid 
that Religion or the Church of England will never be entirely 
{ee from the trouble aud perſecution both of Earth and Hell. 
6 . © He bis bern iuſtrumental in diſpoſſeſſing perſons of feats in the 
Chaplain's loft, aud that as is reaſonably believed, for their alfection u 
the Gvverumeut, &c. I believe another reaſon has been given for 
diſpeſing af thoſe feats, aud it ought in conſcienee to pals for the 
true one. It is fa d, char the perſons who poffeſſed thoſe ſears, 
ſeldom er never made any other gife of them than to lock them 
ub. And if they were allowed to continue this practice, others 
m gh expect the ſame indulgence, and by theſe means the Cler- e 
oy might preach in empty Churches. And therefore thofe ſears} )* 
were very reaſonably diſpoſed of to fuch people, as would fre-. 
queutiy be a part of the corgregation. His Lovdhip is of ſuch a 0 
meek and quiet Spirit, and ſo unwilling to take up a reproach 
againſt his neighbour, that T am certain the Reaſon aſſigned fy 
by the Chaplains for diſpoſing of thoſe ſeats, appears to have ſoſſſ 1Y 
much weight and probability in it, that it would infallibly make 2 ** 
deeper impreſſion upon his Lordfhip's unprejudiced juugement] C 
than that wild uncharitable conjecture offered in this article. 
1. Beſides theſe, there are other Reaſons to object to Mr. Aiſpeton, i 
firſt in viſiting of the fick, it is his cuſtom wever to ſay any word i 
comfort, exhortation, or Reproof, &c. Tliis is an unconteſtable pro, 
that his Lordſhip was neither the author of that Paper, not 
was confulted in drawing it up; becauſe this article is utter} 
falſe. I never enquired much into the matter, and yet I Hat 
learnt that Mr” ASfheron does frequently converſe with the fidl 
in a very pathet ick and uffectionare manner. And if any think 
that he falls Mart of his Lordſhip's method or language, tel 
them conſider, that it is not rhe good forrune of one man in 
thouſand to be bleſs d with ſo happy a Genius as his Lordſhif 
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is; and therefore the Clergy of his Dioceſe muſt be content to — 
admire and humbly imitate him at a diſtancſdme. "i 
a; |. Hit voice is by, no means ſuitable for Jo large a Church as Man of 
ie chefter is, and which is complained of by many in that toun. There | 
ir are none more deaf than thoſe who won't hear. I dare ſay there 
n. | are bat very few who complain of his voice; and I hardly know 
ry, one Clergyman, whoſe voice has not been complain'd of by _— 
-1 8 ſome body or other. Some vile folk have wicked infinuated, I 
that Idleueſs is more criminal than Incapacity, and that even .. 
his Lordſhip's ſelf could not be heard by forcy people in the | 
Congregation, when he diſmiſs'd them wich the Bleſſing : Bur 
I know this is a ſcandal, for. his Lordſhip has an excellent - 
voice. It was a facetious pertinent anſwer, which a wotthy 
Divine (whom his Lordſhip knows intimately well) made to | 
ſome people, who complained of the voice of a Curate, whom = 
he had put into a Chappel in his Pariſh. What, {ays he, do 4 
ycu thiuk we chooſe Clergymgn, as Gentlemen do their Hounds, 2 
by their Mouths? In ſhort, the Biſhop ot Cheſter kas a deep- | 
er penetration into the qualifications of his Clergy, than to- 
judge of their merit by the 407ſe- they make 2 
Mr. Aifhetou as Chaplain, tho in truth no Chaplain, hat demand- 
ed and taken miney of ſeveral of the Pariſhaners contrary to Lau, 
&. His Lordſhip knows very well, that Mr. Asſheton had a 
ſult Commiſſion to officiate as Chaplain; he was likewiſe moral 
ly aſſured of a majority of voices, hen it came to an election; 
and therefore doubtleſs it was his duty to act in all reſpects as 
Chapiain. His Lordſhip is fo tender of the Rights of his Churcl:,, 
that J avicertain he would have reproved Mr. Asſheton feverely. 
ſar betraying thoſe Riguts, if he had nor inſiſted upon the dues — 9 
belonging to his office. If Mr. Asſheton has been miſtaken in f 5 
point of Law, it is no great wonder. Parſons make but bad | 
Lawyers, as I faid before. I remember a Vicar of Preſton,. 
who ra'ſed his ſeat in that Church, and the Law obliged him. 
ta take it down again. What then? He was, for all that, a a 
Wl Painfal, Pious, Laborious Learned Divine, and an excellent Pa- 
_— Me; A (c „FV 
Theſe confiderations put together are judged ſufficient to Took upon 
Mr. Asſbeten as not duly qualiſied to be elected Chaplain, c. Not 
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hi dulv qualified? Why, let him go to Lambeth then; he may be 
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quaſiſed there. IVhatever other good qualifications he may be 
PP fed of, &c. Why really he may be a good fort ofa Man 
jor all this: Nay, now I think on't, this very Libel convinces 
me chat he is {. 1 dare ſay the author raked together all th dirt 
he could find to throwat him, an d yet Mr. A's ſneton may wipe it 
all o& hs Coar with his handkerchief, aud it will leave no ſtain 
behind it. Aud which are not intended to be leſſened by what is 
alove oljected, &. Oh no, by no means, Dear Sir, I would nor I. 
for the world that it ſhould be underſtood fo, but only thus: 
You-are a ferry Raſeal, Mr. Asſneton. No offence I hope, [ 
Sir. And it ts hoped that any perſon who reſuſes ſo to elett him, ſl & 
15 fuſtiftable in point of cenſcience ſor his Jo refuſing. Undbubted- in 
ly: we have been told of ſome people, whoſe conſciences H 
were fo very tender, that they have ſtrained at a Gnat. Pj 

In a word, if his Lordſhip had been any ways concerned in || ha 
this paper, it uld have been more correct and rational, and I u- 
he would have taken a more proper method of conreying it to Man 
Nr. Asſheton. He would not have put it, unſcaled, into the Ff he 
Hands of a dirty Tatterdemallion, to be expoſed to whom he I #*: 
"thought proper; but, in good manners to Mr Asſheton, as 
well as regard to h's- own Epiſcopal dignity, he would have 
ſealed" it, and ſent it to Mr. Asflieton by his own ſervant or 
{ſome proper Officer. IE | | | 8 

It is unneceſſary to purſue theſe. arguments any further: his b 

Nordſhip's works that are extant, are a better proof of the ac- def 
curacy of his Style, the ſtrength of his Reaſoning, and the ex- ac 
tent and Latitude of his Charity, than any thing, that can poſ- obe 
fibly be written in his. deſence. Aud therefore I appeal to ces 
thoſe works for his. Lordſh p's juſtification. 8 

All theſe conſiderations put together are judged ſufficient ro F as. 
look upon his Lordſhip, as an utter ſtranger- to this weak ridi- Ch 
cvlous- Libel. And T heartily wiſh kis Lordſliip had the impu- neſ 
dent author of it in the Spiritual Court. F!l warrant him hed | - 
hamper the Ua n. Bed: teach him to forge Libels in hs k 
 Loxgſhips name. He'd inſtruct um in a better merhod of Rea- dib 
ſonipg, by ging hem Reaſon to remember Seribling to his dy- or 
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| Realons ſhewing the Right Re rereud 8 > B---p 8 


of C--- r to be juſtly ſuſpected of diſaffect'on to his 
Mother the Church of England, the Proteſtant 
Religion, the Conſtitution of the King- | 
dom, and his Majeſty 
King George. 


. N Zcauſe he corrects the Holy Ghoſt, and reflects upon 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles. For whereas Holy David ſaid, 
I will waſh. my hands in iunocency), O Lord, and ſo will I compaſs 
thine Alter; the B---p thinks he has found a better word thaw 
innccency, Which David made ule of by the inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and accordingly alters the Sacred Text thus in his 
Prayer before ſermon: Grunt, O Lord, that we may waſh our 
hands in STNCERI1TY ; and at ancther time, that we may 
waſh our hands and: hearts in ſincerity, He reflefls upon Chriſt 


Jand his Apoſtles, for, as is credibly reported by ſeveral who 


heard him, he ufed theſe words or words to this effect in his 


ſermon upon the firſt.of Auguſt. Aud I make no doubt, had 
„ our Saviour and. his Apoſtles lired under ſuch a King ( mea- 


ning King George) they would have paid ready duty and obe- 
* dience to him, and perhaps have leſt us more and ſtronger 
“ dire&ons to acknowledge ſuch a Government. Now, ſince 


by the B---p's ſuppoſition Chriſt and his Apoſtles might have 


left us more and ſtronger directions than they have done, to 


acknowledge ſuch a government; and ſince acknowledging and 
obeying it is, as the Bp rightly obſerves and proves, a ne- 
ceflary duty; the conſequence is, that our Saviour Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles have not left us ſo many and ſo ſtrong directions 
as they might, for the perſormance of a neceſſary duty - ob 
* which I think is reflecting upon them with a wits 
neſs. ; | 
2. Becauſe the Bp pleads for the publick Toleration of 
Popery; for in his ſermon upon the firſt of Auguſt, as is cre- 
dibly. reported by ſeveral who heard him, he uſed theſe words 
or words to this effect. There is another inſtance of human 


happineſs which depends upon Governours, and that is the li- 
berty of ſerving.God in publick-: and Gace every man deſires 
to proſeſs what he thinks io be true, and to glorify. N | 
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* his own way, there is reaſon enough to implore heaven, that 
the power of Governours may nor be employed againſt but 
e for this liberty, to promote and not to diſcourage religion.“ 
And ſpeaking of Micah's complaining upon the toſs of his idols, 
he fays : How much more juſtly may they complain who are 
*« deprived of the liberty of ſerving the true God in the way 
** which they believe to be moſt acceptable to him? This is 
the caſe of too many, and a lamentable caſe it is; all the 
e evils ot 1'ſe, of bodily life I mean, are nothing to it.. And 
again : © How happy is that peop!e, where no narrow, no 
exterminating ſpirit prevails to trouble thoſe who ſerve God 
in their own way, or to diſturb People for following the 
& dictates of their own conſciences?“ You ſee, the B---p 
here pleads that every man ( Papitt as well as Proteſtant ) Mould 
have the liberty of profeſſing what he thinks to be true, of glo- 
rifying God ig his own way, af ſerving God in publick; that 
any one { whether Proteſtant or Papiſt ) may juſtly complain, if 
he is deprived of the liberty of ſerving God in the way which 
he believes to be molt acceptable to him; that thoſe who ſerve 
God in their own way (Papiſts as well as Proteltants ) ſhould 
not be troubled 3 and that zo people (neither Popiſh nor Pro- 
reſtapts ) ſhould be diſturbed for following the dictates. of their 
own conſcieuces. And if all this be not pleading for a publick 
toleration of Popery in a Proteſtant country, I am much miſ- 
taken. | 2 | 5 

3. Becauſe the B---p. ſeems to countenanee the doctrine of 
Reſiſting the Supreme Power, if the People judge it ne- 


ceffary. For in the aforeſaid fermon, as is credibly reported, 


he uſed theſe, words or words to this effect. A people at leaſt 
© hare a fight to Self-Preſervation, and when neceſſity requires, 
may takę meaſures for their own ſafety ; and as this has been 
** the_caſe of ths country, &c. Now I believe no one will 
doubt that Refiftance-is included in theſe meaſures; I ſay, 1 
bcliere no one will doubt it, among other reaſons, becauſe I 
dare ſay the B---p will not deny it. But this notion of Reſiſ- 
tance is directly contrary both to the doctrine of the Church of. 


England and to the Law of the Land, as is plain from the fol-. 


towing paſſages in the Homilies and A&s of Parliament. (Ho- 
milie, vol. 1ft, ad: part of the fermon of obedience-) *©Andhere, 


good 
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good people, Tet us all mark diligently, that it is not lawful 
for Inferiors and Subjects in any caſe to reſiſt and ſtand a- 
gainſt the Superior power; for St. Pauls words be plain, that 
whoſoever withſtandeth, ſhall get to themſelves damnation ; 
for whoſoever withſtandeth, withſtandeth the ordinance of 
ef God. Our Saviour Chrift and his Apoſtles received many 


* 


and divers injuries of the unfaithſul and wicked men in au- 


| thority, yet we never read that they or any of them cauſed, 
any ſedition or rebellion againſt authority. Chriſt taught 


us plainly, that even wicked rulers have their power and 
authority from God; and therefore it is not lawful for their 
ſubje&s to withſtand them, although they abuſe their pow 
er. ---- Holy David alſo teaches a good leſſon in this 


behalf, who was many times moſt cruelly and wrovgſal'y 


perſecuted of King Saul, and many times alſo put in jeopardy 
of his life by King Saul and his people; yet he never withſtood. 
neither uſed any force or violence againſt King Saul his mor- 
tal and deadly enemy, but did ever to his Leige Lord King 
Saul moſt true, moſt diligent, and moſt. faithful ſervice.— 
Theſe examples being fo manifeſt and evident, it is an into- 
jerable ignorance, madneſs, and wickeuneſs for ſubjeas to 


make any murmering, rebellion, or withſtanding, commotion, - 


or inſurrection againſt their moſt dear and dread Sovereign 


Lord and King, ordained and appointed of God's good- 


neſs for their commodity, peace, and quietneſs. Yet let us 
beleve undoubtedly, good Chriſtian people, that we may 


not obey Kings, magiſtrates, or any other (-tho"' they be our 
own fathers ) if they ſhould command us to do any thing 


contrary to God's commandment. But nevertheleſs in that 
caſe we may not in any wife withſtand violently or rebel a- 
ga'nſt rulers, or make any. inſurrection, ſedition, or tumults, 
either by force of arms or otherwiſe againſt the anointed of 
the Lord or any of his officers: but we muſt in ſuch: caſe 
patiently ſuffer all wrongs and injuries, referring the judge- 
ment of our cauſe only ro God.” I need quote no more 


from the Homilies, but refer the B-—p to the laſt ſix againft 
Diſobed'ence and willful Rebellion, in which his notion of Seif 


preſervation-and the people's taking meaſures in caſes of neceſſity is : 


ſafficieptly exploded, Ang the Law of the Land agrees with the 


doctrine 
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-doarine of the Church in this point, as might be pr oed at lefg 
burfor brevity fake I ſhall only mention two clauſes io two unre- 
pealed Acts nt Parliament. (12 Car. 2. cap. 30.) We your Ma- 
jeſties dur: ful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords and C nm 
c in Parliament aſſembled, do beſeech your moſt exellent Ma- 
< jelty that it may be declared, and be it hereby declared, that 
= by the undoubted and ſundamental Laws of this Kingdom, 
neither the Peers of this realm, nor the Commons, nor both 
together, in Parliament or out. of Parliament, nor the Peo- 


a ple. Collectively or Repreſentatiuely, nor any other-perſon 


ie whartloever,. ever had, have, . hath, or ought to have any 
c coercive. power over the perſons of the Kings of this realm. 
<c *( 13. Car. 2. Cap. 6. ) © Forasmuch as within all his Majeſty's 
«© realms. and dominions the ſole Supreme government, com- 
. mand, and diſpoſition of the Militia and ot all the forces by 
< ſea and land, and of all the forts and places of ſtrength, 
is and by the Laws of England erer was the undoubred right 
< of his Majeſty, and his Royal predeceſſors, Kings and Queens 
< of England; and that both or either of the houſes. of Par- 
e lament cannot nor ought not to pretend to the fame; nor 
© can nor pry ny raiſe. or levy apy. war offenſive or defen 
< five againſt his Majeſty, dis heirs or lawful fucceflors, * &c. 
. Becauſe the B- p falls foul. upon. the Conſtitution: of the 
Kingdom; for. in the aforeſaid. ſermon, as is credibly reported, 
he uſed theſe words or words to- this effect: This notion or 
s this whim, as | may juſtiy call it, of Hereditary right, 
* jg a notion that never yet prevailed wich mankind; and muſt 
< of neceflity, if it did, put. all into war and blood-ſhed.” Let 
-this be reconciled with the following Acts of Parliament, which 
are unrepealed at this day, and are as good Law as any in Weſt- 
minfter Hall. ( 1. Fac. r. Cap. 1.) We therefore. your molt 
< humble and loyal ſubjects, the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
<< ral, and the Commons in this.preſent Parliament afſembled,-- 


_< do beſeech your molt excellent Majeſty, that (as a memorial 
erity, amongſt the Records of your high Court 


« f Parliament there ever. to endure, of our loyalty, obedi- 


c. Jjence;. and hearty and humble affection) it may be publiſh« | 


ac d and declared in this high Court of Parliament, and enac- 
bounden 


E re by che authorityabf the ſame, that. we ( being 


thereun 


Org) n 


'& thereunto both by the Laws of God and man ) do recognize 
„and acknowledge, that immediately upon the diſſolution and 
|| © deceale of Elizabeth late Queen of England, the Imperial 
\ | © Crown of the realm of England, and of all the Kingdoms, _ = 
| © dominions, and rights belonging to the fame, did by -" 
„ inherent Birth-right and lawful and undoubted ſucceſſion de- = 
ſeend and come to your moſt excellent Majeſty, as being li- 
« neally, juſtly, and lawfully next and ſole heir of the Blood 
© Royal of this realm.---- and thereunto we moit humbly and 
* faithfully do ſubmit and oblige our ſelves, our heirs and poſte- 
« 7iries for ever, until the laſt drop of our blood be ſpilt. ( 12. 
Car. 2. Cap. 14. ) Forasmuch as Almighty God - has de- 
monltrated his transcendant mercy, love, ard | oo Favs 
towards his moſt excellent Majeſty Charles the ſecond ----- 
* and all his Majeſty's loyal ſubje&s by his Majeſty.s late 
* moſt wonderful, glorious, peaceable, and joyful Reſtoration - 
to the actual poſſeſſion and excerciſe of his. undoubted' He- 
reditary and ſovereign and regal authority over them, after 
* ſundry years forced extermination into foreign parts by the 
r | © moſt traiterous conſpiracies and armed power 0 uſurping ty 
ny © rants and execrable perfidious traitors,” &c.. NN 
. F. Becauſe the B -p puts King George's title upon a very precarious bot- 
je tom; for in the aforeſaid ſermon, as is credidly reported, he uſed theſe words 
J. | or words to this effect: His Majeſty King George, by having the ſupreme 
power and government in his hands, and employing that power for the 
good of his people, has a rap and divine right to our honcur and obe- 
t, “ dience.” So that if ever the Pretender ſhould come, aud King George 
t ſhauld be deprived of the government, then his title to the crown would 
et | ceaſe according to the B-p: orif ever King George ſhonld not employ his 
u power forthe good of his penpiel of which by the by the B-p makes the people 
8 to bejudges ) then he would have no right to our honoui and obedience. 
- This is | range doctrine in myopinion, and ſuch as I believe his Majeſty 
zik | King Georgewould by no means reliſh; were he to hear it, | | 
Os 6. Becauſe the B-—p reflects upon the late glorions and happy Re- 
\ volution, andmoſt of the Nobility and Gentry concerned in it; for © 
ö in the afcreſaid ſermon, as is credibly reported, he uſed theſe words 
ial | or words to this effect: And indeed is not this (meaning obedience. 
* to. the government) the very thing which we or moſt of us have 
11 * (worn ta? Have we not bound our ſelves by the moſt ſolemn oaths? 
And God forbid that we ſhould act res them To do this, would 
be great wickedneſs,” Now let theſe words only be ſuppoſed to be ſpo 
iC- | ken on the laſt day of December 1638, inftead of the firſt of Auguſt 1726; 
en and. we ſhall-find that they arraign the happy Revolution, and caft the odi- 
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= Sarrament” comp tho“ che Church" dae it ko be done ſtanding, 45 an 
ct of nuhodty, a ing to the cuſtom of tbe whole Thfiſtian world. When 


do be 7 * the moſſ 


Ve conſecrates. he ges het lay his band upon the Cup, which particular is 
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Ehurch of. England. (canon 181 * When in time of. Teige 82 the 
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4: 74 {ons pr eps 25 it Has bcen accuſtomed,” ( Canon 2.4 
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Y 3 at ſumerimes by a Canon or Prebendary, 
(den 27, , No Miniber' 
vitringl ly adminiſter the ſame to 


Sand mictimes hy: 
Ache Principal Miniſfer uſing a decent Co 
at when he eclebrares the Communion, Tha! 


4 2 but co ſuch #5 kneel, under pain of Snfpenit ton, nor tinder the like 


pain to any that tefuſe to be preſent ar publick E to the 


2 bete of 155 Church of England, nor to any that are c mon aud noto⸗ 1 
Abu Jepta veis ok the book 56 Common Prayer.“ 1 Fi 
7M Becacle his behaviour or geſkure, Which-is indeed acknowiedged to be 0 


is kitty, as proceeding from His Education, and not his ag is by 
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